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Starship vs. whips

Robots pose potential risk on streets
Jamison Terbrack | Reporter
Since March 2020, Starship’s food delivery
robots have provided a new way for students
to get on-campus food in Bowling Green.
The university was the first in the state to authorize the use of autonomous food delivery
providers, and has since executed many deliveries to Falcons. But the small robots have
to navigate sidewalks and cross streets like
any other pedestrian and are prone to accidents too.
“It looked like a little kid. Honest to God,
it just darted out into the street,” Edward
‘Uncle Ed’ Lavelle said. Lavelle, a semi-truck
driver, got into an accident with a robot and
was instantly worried because his driver’s
license means the world to him, he said.
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“I stopped and stood
on my truck step to see
what happened and
realized it was one of the
robots... It kind of went
back and forth for a little
before eventually going
on it’s way away. ”
— Edward Lavelle —
Semi-Truck Driver
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Lavelle lives in Bowling Green and
had seen the robots while riding his bike
through town, but did not know much
about them.
“I stopped and stood on my truck step to
see what happened and realized it was one of
the robots. It looked like a confused animal. It
kind of went back and forth for a little before
eventually going on it’s way away. It was the
strangest thing,” Lavelle said.
Unsure of what to do, Lavelle called the
Bowling Green Police Department to alert
them of what had occurred. He says that
the officer was also unsure of what to do, an
issue created from the robots not having any
contact information on them.
The officer told Lavelle that he would
contact him the next day with more
information but he never heard back. He
wonders if his truck being at a tall height
made it more difficult for the robot to
notice him.
A public records request to the City of
Bowling Green identified Lavelle and one
other individual, Casey Schutt, for getting
into accidents with the robots since their
implementation last March.
Schutt was contacted for an interview
but denied the request, while her stepfather, Billy Walters, confirmed the
accident. Lavelle’s accident occurred at
the intersection of Wooster Street and
Thurstin Avenue, while Schutt’s was at the
intersection of Ridge Street and Main Street.
The robots do not have a phone number
on them to call for immediate help in case
of an accident, but have an email address
directing people to their website.
Under the FAQs on the company website it
notes, “Our priority is the safety and security
of the communities we operate in. Our
robots operate in a safe and non-hazardous
manner so as not to endanger pedestrians,
cyclists and other lawful users of public
space and comply with traffic and pedestrian
control devices, signals and signs.”
Bowling Green State University’s
introduction of the robots, “The robots use
a combination of sophisticated machine
learning, artificial intelligence and sensors
to travel on sidewalks and navigate around
obstacles. The computer vision-based
navigation helps the robots to map their
environment to the nearest inch. The robots
can cross streets, climb curbs, travel at
night and operate in both rain and snow.
A team of humans can also monitor their
progress remotely and can take control at a
moment’s notice.”

According to BGSUDining.com
“Depending on the time of year, there can
be anywhere from 25 robots up to 65.”
The robots go up to 4 mph and can travel
anywhere a pedestrian can.
Autonomous robots are gaining
popularity because of the wide range of
products they can deliver. They can be used
for food deliveries from restaurants and
grocery stores.
It doesn’t just have to be food deliveries,
Starship can also take packages to “make
local delivery faster, smarter and more costefficient,” according to its website.
The usage of autonomous robots
increased dramatically during the Covid-19
pandemic due to the elimination of face-

“The usage of autonomous
robots increased
dramatically during the
Covid-19 pandemic due to
the elimination of faceto-face contact between
producer and consumer,
according to a piece by
the San Jose Spotlight.”
— Jamison Terbrack —
Reporter

to-face contact between producer and
consumer, according to a piece by the San
Jose Spotlight. The use of these vehicles
is energy and cost efficient compared to
modern day delivery drivers.
Another example of a Starship robot
causing an issue outside of Bowling Green,
is when there was considerable damage
done to a vehicle in Frisco, Texas 2020.
According to an NBC Dallas-Fort Worth
article, a woman, Jisuk Mok, had “more
than $2,600 of damage done to her front
bumper,” by one of the company’s vehicles.
Mok had a very similar reaction to Lavelle
when the incident occured, as she initially
thought it was an animal that had come into
contact with her car before getting out to
identify. She was then unsure of what to do,
so she contacted the police who were also
unsure of how to proceed properly.

continued on page 3
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Starship vs. whips continued from page 2
“Nobody listened to me,” Mok said to
NBC. “When I sent the email to the Starship
robot company, the insurance company and
even the city of Frisco, they didn’t listen.”
She identifies a problem with a new
invention and a lack of regulation or
knowledge from outsiders. A second issue,
identified by both Lavelle and Mok, was the
lack of phone number on Starship’s robots.
Each person was unsure of how to contact
Starship after the accident, delaying the
traffic process.
BGSU Police Lieutenant Jon Luidhardt
said that in his experiences, Starship as a
company has been great to work with. He
is able to contact them when necessary
and has even worked with them to receive
footage that a robot recorded in an
accident zone.
“I’ve been really impressed with how
precise they are,” Lt. Luidhardt said. “I think
they have been a beneficial addition to
Bowling Green.”
Bowling Green City Police Lieutenant Dan
Mancuso said he has seen little change in
how the city has operated since the robots
started roaming one year ago.

“I’ve been really
impressed with how
precise they are,
I think they have been
a beneficial addition
to Bowling Green.”
— Jon Luidhardt —
BGSU Police Lieutenant
One BGSU student who works handson with the robots is senior Penny Rae
Hawkins. Hawkins, who works at Panda
Express, says that they have between 25
and 50 interactions with the robots during
each shift.
Hawkins says minor damages or the robots
being defaced with stickers happens most
days but bigger issues, such as one of the
robot’s 6 wheels falling off, happens as well.
They said they have seen it happen at least
five times while they have been working.
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“Definitely the loss of a wheel is an issue
I’ve noticed,” Hawkins said. “Which is
especially funny when you consider that
when it loses a wheel, I don’t think it really
realizes it. It’ll just keep rolling and be
messed up and crooked.”
Hawkins noted that they can easily see
scenarios where a robot losing a wheel could
cause a significant traffic accident.
Wood County Prosecuting Attorney David
Harold also works as a political science
professor at BGSU and has seen the robots
driving through town.
“I have absolutely no idea,” Harold said
when asked how strong of a case a car
owner would have against Starship in court
for damages.
With autonomous robots becoming more
mainstream across America and especially
Bowling Green, it is important for people
to know about them. Starship describes
themselves as a startup company but they
are not alone in developing these robots.
Amazon, Serve by Postmates and Eliport
are other autonomous robots designed to
deliver products by sidewalk.
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Overall, students enjoy the ease of
getting food delivered to them and the
Bowling Green Police Department has been
impressed with the robots mechanics. It is
clear that Starship’s robots are here to stay in
Bowling Green. n
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WHAT TO WATCH: APRIL 2021
RC | Entertainment Editor

‘Mortal Kombat’

‘Virus Shark’

‘Voyagers’

Directed by Simon McQuoid, “Mortal
Kombat” is the recreation of the popular
video game franchise. The film will portray
a mysterious martial arts tournament where
Shaolin Monk Liu Kang gets invited from
Earth to be a competitor. Only time will tell
if the film lives up to the same hype that the
video game franchise has generated over the
years. It will be in theaters and on HBO Max
on April 16.

The last thing anyone needs during this
pandemic is a movie about a viral disease.
However, Director Mark Polonia says
otherwise. “Virus Shark” follows a group of
scientists as they try to cure a virus started
by a shark bite. It’s timely, and it should be
horrible. What more could you ask for?

According to the description by Rotten
Tomatoes, “With the future of the human
race in danger, a group of young men and
women, bred for enhanced intelligence and
to suppress emotional impulses, embark on
an expedition to colonize a distant planet.
But when they uncover disturbing secrets

PHOTO PROVIDED BY VARIETY

PHOTO PROVIDED BY IMDB.COM

PHOTO PROVIDED BY SCIFIWIRE.COM

‘Concrete Cowboy’

‘Wipeout’

On April 2, “Concrete Cowboy” releases
on Netflix. It’s about a rebellious teen who
moves in with his estranged father in the
city for the summer and befriends a group of
Black cowboys. The film is directed by Ricky
Staub, and stars Idris Elba.

The 2008 game show of the same name
and premise is getting a reboot thanks TBS.
The only difference is this time the show is
being anchored by John Cena and Nicole
Byer, who should make for fun hosts to
watch. Come watch people slip and slide
their way into trying to win some money.

Theatres & HBO Max

Netflix

bg
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news

Theatres

Vimeo

about the mission, they defy their training
and begin to explore their most primitive
natures. As life on the ship descends into
chaos, they’re consumed by fear, lust, and
the hunger for power.” The film is directed
by Neil Burger and will release in theaters on
April 9.

TBS

PHOTO PROVIDED BY IMDB.COM
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WHAT TO LISTEN TO: APRIL 2021
RC | Entertainment Editor
With the month of April upon us it’s time for plenty of new music — and that’s no fooling.
With that said, here’s what to listen to this upcoming month.

April 23

April 2

What’s new, pussycat? April 23 will see
the long awaited return of Tom Jones to the
spotlight. While mostly known for songs
like “It’s Not Unusual” to Gen Z, maybe it’s
time for Tom Jones to reintroduce himself
to a new generation. This day will also see
releases from legendary alternative band
Dinosaur Jr. and Field Music.

April 2 gets us off to a hot start with
releases from two of the music industry’s
most revered artists in their own right.
First, former Disney star turned pop star
Demi Lovato will be releasing an album.
It’s a return that fans of the singer have
been buzzing about for awhile now, so it’ll
be interesting to see if the return is worth
the hype. April 2 also sees the return of
Godspeed You! Black Emperor. The avantgarde group has a track record of beautiful
releases in their discography, could this next
album be the next in that list?
PHOTO PROVIDEDBY DEMI LOVATO’S INSTAGRAM

April 9

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MUSICMXDWN.COM

April 30

The best boyband in rap will return on
April 9. That’s right. BROCKHAMPTON. If
their single “BUZZCUT” with Danny Brown
is any indication, the boys seem to have
found their edge again. The ninth of April
will also see a release by legendary rock
band Cheap Trick, and the release of Taylor
Swift’s re-recorded version of “Fearless.”

April 30 sees the most releases by
established names. Names that include
Dawn Richard, Dropkick Murphys, Guided
By Voices, Royal Blood, Teenage Fanclub,
Marianne Faithfull with Warren Ellis and
even more where that came from. n

PHOTO BY GENIUS.COM

April 16
April 16 will see the return of a former
Beatle as Paul McCartney prepares to drop
some new music. This day will also see the
return of controversial rock band Greta Van
Fleet, who look to shake off the controversy
in favor of good vibes. This day will also see
releases from London Grammar, Andy Stott
and The Offspring, among others.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PAULMCCARTNEY.COM
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WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY
Kailee Perry competes in nationals
Shayne Nissen | Falcon Media Sports Director

Kailee Perry is a freshman cross country
runner at BGSU and she is already breaking
records.
On March 14, she became the first
person in the BGSU cross country program
to compete in the NCAA Championships
since 1998.
Getting to that race was the biggest
accomplishment of her young career, but it
wasn’t the first.
Perry grew up in West Liberty, Kentucky,
where she ran cross country for Morgan
County High School. In her freshman
season, Perry placed No. 4 in the Kentucky
Class 1A State Championship race. In her
sophomore season, she won the State
Championship.
Since she won a state title in her second
high school season, it seemed Perry was on
the road to three state championships. But
Perry placed second in both her junior and
senior seasons — and it wasn’t due to a lack
of will.
“During my high school years I had an
iron deficiency, so that played a role in those
years.” Perry said. “I wasn’t aware until late
in the season that I even had it and so it did
take a big toll on me, but ultimately that
season was a good learning experience to
really focus on my health and getting it back
to normal.”
Perry fought to come back to full health,
and even though she wasn’t able to take
home another cross country championship,
she was able to take home a Kentucky Track
State 1A Championship in both the 1600 and
800 in both her junior and senior seasons.
Her success in both cross country and
track caught the attention of BGSU, and
they eventually brought her in.
“When I came and visited (women’s cross
country head coach) Lou Snelling and the
team were the two big things that brought
me here. I felt really at home, like that
homey type of feeling, and the atmosphere
of everyone was just a good fit. I wouldn’t
change it for the world,” Perry said.
Perry arrived on campus in the 20192020 season but did not compete. In
the spring, when she was preparing for
her first fall season in 2020, she was
sent home like everyone else, due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

PHOTO BY MALLORY HISER

It was heartbreaking for Perry, who was
settling in with the team.
“I was really sad. I did not want to go
home or anything like that and be with the
team … so when we were sent home it was
kind of like leading into the blind because I
didn’t know what to expect,” Perry said.
But she didn’t let that time off at home go
to waste. Instead she used it to find her love
for running again.
“I feel like having that break and really
just focusing on myself. It was a hard
time for everyone going home. Just not
knowing anything in the world, and what
was going on, but I focused on running
and found my love for it. I feel like that
kind of fueled my motivation to want to
excel in the fall,” Perry said.
When Perry returned to campus in the
fall, she certainly came ready, winning her
first race on Nov. 7 with a time of 21:09.5 at
the Falcon Invitational.
Then the MAC Championship race came,
and Perry stepped it up to another level,
winning the 6k meet with a personal best
time of 20:41.0.
As she crossed the finish line, she didn’t
fully realize what she had just accomplished.
“At the MAC (Snelling) came up to me
after the race and he was just like, ‘you are
going to nationals’ and I’m like ‘what?’”
Perry said. “I guess it never really hit me

“I feel like having that
break and really just
focusing on myself.
It was a hard time for
everyone going home
... I focused on running
and found my love for
it. I feel like that kind of
fueled my motivation to
want to excel in the fall.”
— Kailee Perry —

Freshman Cross Country Runner
until like a few days that I actually get to go.”
With the incredible win, Perry not only
became the first BGSU qualifier for the meet
in 23 years, it also helped her earn multiple
honors within the MAC.
She was named first team All-MAC,
was named Freshman of the Year in the
conference and became the BGSU first
freshman to win a MAC championship since
1995. She was the fourth overall individual
MAC champion for the Falcons.

Coming into the season, Perry’s goal
was to be top 20 in the MAC, and making
the NCAA championship was a whole
different story.
“With the NCAA race I didn’t picture
myself there. In a year’s time, I was like,
‘maybe that could be an end goal in four
years,’ but to achieve that this year was
pretty special,” Perry said.
At the NCAA race, Perry finished No. 113
and was the 11th freshman to cross the
finish line. That marked the best finish for
BGSU since 1995.
For Perry, all of the accomplishments
coming so early is still a little bit surreal,
but she isn’t done setting goals for herself
quite yet.
“All-American is a big goal for sure. That
is top 40 and the crazy thing with that is that
at a race like that, 40 to 113th is not a whole
lot of time. So anything is possible. I’ve just
got to put the hard work in and I can make
it there as long as I believe in myself,” Perry
said. n

Visit bgfalconmedia.com for more.
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Funding increase for BGPD
Penny Rae Hawkins | WBGU-FM News Director
Funding for the Bowling Green Police
Department and elementary school crossing
guards is set to see a significant boost this
year. A recently passed ordinance approved
$11,000 toward part-time and temporary
employees and $3,000 toward the Law
Enforcement Trust fund.
The $11,000 for crossing guards was
approved to account for an absence in
funding in the 2021 budget. According to
Lieutenant Dan Mancuso, crossing guards
were unintentionally left out of the relief
budget when schools shut down due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“As you know, last year when COVID hit,
the schools weren’t in session,” Mancuso
said. “So, we did not know that they were
going to come back into session where they
were having in-person classes. So the city
had to reopen the budget and come up with
money to pay for crossing guards to help the
elementary school kids get to class.”

“A recently passed
ordinance approved
$11,000 toward part-time
and temporary employees
and $3,000 toward the
Law Enforcement Trust
fund.”

Bushong said the city finance department
knows the expenses for things like crossing
guards once a year.
“That’s not new money,” he said. “That’s
just money that’s in the general fund that’s
now part of the budget.”
As early as this fall, crossing guards will
be back at crosswalks to help elementary
school kids going to and from school.
According to City Councilman Greg
Robinette, the city hires and pays crossing

guards before the school reimburses them
half of the allocated funds.
“We bill the schools once a year for
half-day expenses, so it’s a shared expense
between the city schools and the city,”
Bushong said.
The $3,000 set aside for the Law
Enforcement Trust Fund will make it easier
to redistribute money forfeited to the
police department from the seizure of a
criminal case.

According to Bushong, part of the cost
is split with Wood County prosecutors.
Robinette said the number is an estimate
representative of the share that is entitled to
the Wood county prosecutor by law.
“We have an agreement that fifteen
percent of these forfeitures funds go to the
county prosecutor,” Robinette said. “So,
periodically, funds are transferred back to
the county.”

Funding BGPD continued on page 8
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— Penny Rae Hawkins —
WBGU-FM News Director

According to Assistant Municipal
Administrator Joseph Fawcett, money was
not allocated for this in the original 2021
budget because “at that point we were
uncertain when the schools would go back
in session and what level of support they
would need in the form of crossing guards.”
Crossing guards, according to City
Finance Director Brian Bushong, are
part-time employees usually comprised
of retirees, among others. With schools
continuing to reopen, money was put into
the budget to make sure crossing guards
could get paid.
As to when the funds will make its way
to the schools, that process is usually saved
until after the expenses come to pass.
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Funding increase for BGPD continued from page 7
Forfeitures can include confiscated property
and drug fines. According to Section 2953.43
of the Ohio Revised code, the funds in the
trust are partially used to account for
such under Section 2953.43 of the Ohio
Revised Code.
“There was a recovery, so we knew there
was going to be a need to split some of
that,” Bushong said. “We had budgeted for
that recovery and so we were just asking
for the piece of those recovery dollars
that we need to send to the Wood County
prosecutor’s office.”
Mancuso said unused money will be
rolled over to the next year if there aren’t
any seizures. The police department will
receive an estimate of money that could
need to be reimbursed to the Wood County
Prosecutor’s Office.
In addition to the trust fund, the Bowling
Green Police department will be receiving a
significant technology upgrade. The BGPD’s
cruiser fleet is also set to see an upgrade
with the inclusion of four hybrid vehicles to

replace old cruisers. Mancuso said the goal
of this initiative is to save money and gas
for the city.
The big issue on the docket, however, is
body cams for officers. Robinette said the
money in the trust is also partially used to
offset costs of such items as body cameras,
the storage and software required to store
data from the cams, radios and dash cams.
To further fund this initiative, the BGPD
has applied for a grant to partially fund
the body cams, although the storage and
software are said to be the most expensive
part of the initiative.
“We’ll have new in-car video recording
systems, and with those new systems comes
body-worn cameras that officers will have,”
Mancuso said. “So, that will provide more
ability to gather evidence and determine
how our officers are performing.”
According to an article by Candice
Norwood for PBS NewsHour, “a renewed
push from both advocates and lawmakers’’
to require police officers to wear body

cameras came alongside calls for police
reform. In 2020, a bill was introduced
by House Democrats to require federal
law enforcement to wear body cameras
“and provide funding and incentives for
municipal law enforcement to do the same.”
“For nearly two decades, law enforcement
agencies have explored and implemented
the use of body cameras as a tool to help
hold officers accountable and make
departments more transparent – a way to
help rebuild trust with their communities
and reduce citizen complaints,” Norwood
wrote. “Video footage can also enable
departments to collect evidence during
investigations or better defend their actions
during a particular encounter.”
While the practice of equipping police
officers with cameras is hardly new,
Norwood reported a catalyst for this recent
wave was a string of “highly publicized
police killings of Black people,” which
prompted a debate about police violence
and racial profiling across the country.

It was not explicitly said by any part this
was the reason for the investment in body
cams and upgraded technology, but it was
stated that this initiative was particularly
important to city officials.
“I know it was a priority of the city
administration and the mayor and the
(police) chief as well, so we’re trying to get
this done as quickly as we can,” Bushong
said.
According to Chief Hetrick, the body
cams and other upgrades to the force are
scheduled to be implemented in June of
this year. n
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1. Sweeping story
2. Carpenter's groove
3. Not odd
4. Average
5. Something of value
6. Used to hang coats
7. Digest
8. Bearing
9. Arranged
10. He works with rocks
11. Exploded stars
12. A long-legged S.
American bird
13. Storms
21. Having three dimensions
25. Small amount
26. Thick piece
27. Spring
28. Unit of land
29. Relating to a leap
year
34. Sings (to attract)

SUDOKU
To play: Complete the grid
so that every row, column
and every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9. There is no
guessing or math involved.
Just use logic to solve

1. Swelling under the skin
6. Cogs
10. Catch
14. Covers with asphalt
15. Death notice
16. Roman robe
17. Anagram of "Aside"
18. District
19. Egg-shaped
20. Linking up
22. What a person is called
23. Feces
24. Vomiting
26. Anagram of "Cabs"
30. Poke
31. Not brilliant
32. Hubs
33. Frosts
35. Yummy
39. Queasy
41. Blight

43.
44.
46.
47.
49.
50.
51.
54.
56.
57.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.

Consecrate
"Your majesty"
Norse god
Antlered animal
Mesh
Badgers
Blonde
Trim
Where the sun rises
Unsurmountable
Against
Competed
Disney mermaid
Travel on water
Behold, in old Rome
Slander
Rubber wheel
Collections
Disguises

36. Fizzy drink
37. Trigonometry
(abbrev.)
38. Cravings
40. Small island
42. Abominable snowmen
45. Scrutinize
48. Sharp-edged tools
51. Banquet
52. Hawaiian veranda
53. Active
55. Sacred hymn
58. Rodents
59. Diva's solo
60. Parts of aprons
61. Scallion
62. L L L L
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